Oblique Arts October 2020 News
Exhibition: Living in a Covid-19 World
The Oblique Arts online gallery is up and running.
A number of commissioned artists have provided their responses to the challenge - You
can view this exciting work at :
https://oblique-arts.com/post-covid-19-exhibition/

Traveller Advocacy Project
During the past 2 months we have had been busy with advocacy work. Travellers are
finding the situation under Covid-19 particularly difficult and Cambridge City Council
has evicted the most illegal encampments in the area.
Our advocacy work has hit the headlines on a number of occasions as we have offered
support at courts, Traveller encampments and sites.

Autumn Art at the Museum
Our neuro-diverse and neuro-typical artists are taking part in a 6 week workshop
programme. It is our first experience of distanced workshops. They are preparing new
work to show at the museum later in the month during the open evening on the 30th
October. Karen and Sibyl are leading the sessions and there has been a good response
from participants. Jenny said "its so healing for us.. and also for our partners and
families.. it ripples out to them... you have no idea how much"..
The first session included poetry reading, collage and painting.

Rewilding Cambridge
A number of artists took part in this exciting project about rewilding, supported by the
Arts Council. From building a giant nest and creating characters, we toured a number of
retailers in Cambridge who needed to hear the message, such as Primark and Tesco. A
short film was made with music and information.
You can view it here: https://oblique-arts.com/oblique-arts-gallery/oa-video-film/

EU - Rewilding with Spanish partners in Zaragoza
Our new project, written with Spanish partners Viaje a la Sostenibilidad was successful
in our funding bid. The fund is oversubscribed, however and it has been put on the
reserve list. We are hopeful that it may go ahead next year. It will offer opportunities for
our artists who work with young people, to gain new skills and peer support outside of
the UK.

And Italian – Brindisi - Balik Arts - Climate Change
The project with Balik Arts and Italian partners around climate change has now been
funded after some delay! - Brindisi italy ... nature reserve.

Beverley will be part of the team who will be training Youth Workers to provide tools for
the young people we work with to be informed and take positive action around climate
change.

Commissions: Bulltastic
Online commissions have taken place during the Covid -19 lockdown, including the
'Bulltastic' project for the Library Service. Families had the opportunity to download
material and watch videos in order to construct their 'home carnival' bull heads in
different styles. They shared these online and you can see the project at....
https://oblique-arts.com/bulltastic-video-tutorials/

And a new commission from Cambridge City Council –
Owl City!

New Funding – Arts Council - £51,000!
We have been awarded our biggest ever grant from the Arts Council. This will give us
financial resilience and the opportunity to deliver exciting new projects:
1.
A national exhibition/project at 198 Contemporary Arts and Learning. We will host the
project at their wonderful newly refurbished gallery in London. This exhibition will be a
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the first Roma Congress, that took place in South
London. It will attract a big audience from the general public during a week-long
programme, but also Roma from the UK and beyond, who will attend physically and
during streamed online events.

2.
Local community projects, led by our talented artists, and hosted by partners who can
allow us space to deliver socially distanced workshop programmes in Cambridge and
the outskirts.
3.
An international project with partners from 4 EU countries. We will host an arts/ecology
training event over one week, for our artists, enabling them to skill share and develop
their practice. It will also enable us to maintain links outside of the UK and improve
delivery to the disadvantaged young people that we work with. We acknowledge that
creative connection with nature is vital to mental health and wellbeing.

Thanks to everyone – love in times of pandemic!

