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ANNUAL REPORT

CHAIR’S REPORT
— Jannie Brightman

has been an exciting year for Oblique
2016-17 Arts
with new directions and new artists
enriching our charity. In the summer, we were invited back
to deliver the art installation at Cambridge Folk
Festival (p12). As well as improving and enhancing the
previous years’ work, we created two new installations: a
large bee to join the butterﬂy for festivalgoers to interact
with and photograph, and a Musical Sculpture made from
stringed and percussion instruments.We were again able to
engage six enthusiastic and multi-talented volunteers to
work alongside Oblique artists. Some of these have now
joined us, bringing new projects and skills to Oblique Arts.
We also brought Pedal Powered Barbers (p8) back to
the festival, a popular demonstration of installation art
exploring sustainable power generation.The Barber Shop
also appeared at Strawberry Fair and the Big Day Out,
reaching large audiences. During the year we further
developed our work with our local Traveller Community,
focusing on art and advocacy for a number of families at
Smithy Fen.We were funded by the Cambridge Community
Foundation, through monies from the Police and Crime
Commissioner’s Youth Fund, to run the Engage (p10)
project, while Lush and the Traveller Support Network
supported our Traveller Advocacy work (p11).

We continue to help families at Smithy Fen and beyond
with a range of issues from planning concerns to racial
discrimination.This year we began to collaborate with our
European partners in EU Erasmus+ (p9) projects, as
workshop leaders and participants in Turkey and Armenia,
with future plans for Spain and Moldova.These projects
bring together young people and experienced facilitators to
discuss best practice to take back to our respective
countries. Other new work with young people in
Cambridge is the Youth Engagement Project YEP (p6)
concentrating on the skills needed to become a positive
force for change in their own lives and in the life of their
communities.At Ditton Fields (p7) we were
commissioned to complete part of the ongoing Reclaim the
Rec project, involving the local community in the work.We
have expanded our work with people with disabilities,
funded by the Arts Council, through Mixed Bag Theatre
Group (p14), currently developing a play to be performed
at venues including Strawberry Fair, as well as Recovery
Art Workshops at the Edge Café.This year we
participated in the e-Luminate festival in central Cambridge
with our installation Play of Light (p15) projected onto
the wall of the Museum of Cambridge and Advent: Joy,
Love and Peace, a projection at Wisbech.

FINANCE REPORT
— Ian Ralls

ThOugh FuNDINg hAS CONTINuED to be hard to secure
and the ﬁnancial year got off to a slow start, in the latter
part of the year Oblique Arts has had considerable
success in attracting funding from a wide range of local,
national and international funding streams, allowing us to
continue our remit of delivering high quality art projects
to those most in need.
Our ongoing collaboration with Balik Arts has enabled us
to further develop out strategic partnerships, resulting in
exciting projects in Armenia and Turkey with European
partners.
We have been able to offer a wide range of volunteer
placements, which have made a valuable contribution
to Oblique Arts’ work and provided worthwhile
opportunities for the volunteers, while previous questions
surrounding the securing of sustainable funding remain.

The Cambridge Folk Festival again commissioned us to
deliver the art installation and we believe that festival
provision may be an area where we can expand our work
in the future.
Last year our funding came from a wide variety of sources
including: the Arts Council, Cambridge City and County
Councils, Cambridge Live, Cambridge Community Fund,
the Tudor Trust, Erasmus + and Lush, all contributing to
our work with young people, disabled adults,Travellers
and the wider community.
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1. YEP!

2. DITTON FIELDS

3. PEDAL POWER BARBERS

4. EU ERASMUS+ TURKEY, UK, ARMENIA
5. ENGAGE & TRAVELLER ADVOCACY
6. CAMBRIDGE FOLK FESTIVAL

8. E-LUMINATE – PLAY OF LIGHT

7. MIXED BAG THEATRE

YEP! YOUTH ENGAGEMENT PROJECT
Youth Engagement Project (YEP)
aims to ensure that all the young
people are able to participate in
a social development journey,
helping to build the capabilities
they each need to become a
positive force for change in their
own life, and their communities.

Through interactive community
art projects for and with young
people YEP aims to engage young
people as partners in decisionmaking to strengthen programs
and policies, as well as to build a
range of transferable skills and
abilities.

Participants

12

DITTON FIELDS
This project allowed us to work with
Abbey People on the Reclaim the Rec
project led by hilary Cox Condron.
We wrapped tree planters by the wild
ﬂower garden and transformed the
seating area to provide bright benches
and mosaic herb garden planters.
Families made mosaic paving with Jill
Fordham and Beverley Carpenter. Bright
new signs made from reclaimed wood
have been installed throughout the park.

Audience Figures
Participants
Audience

40
2000

PEDAL POWER BARBERS

Audience Figures
Participants 1650*

The Pedal Powered
Barbers is our eco-barber shop
performance art installation - offering a
range of funky pedal powered haircuts. From
Euro Crusty to Buzz Cuts, no style is too much.
Our pedal power generator system is used to power
clippers, lights, fans and music to show how free energy
can be generated with a little know-how and imagination.
We have also added solar and wind inputs with beard
trimmers. Free haircuts were offered to the large audiences
and information about the creation of free green energy was
given out.This year we brought our popular barber shop to
several events, including the Big Weekend, Strawberry
Fair and the Cambridge Folk Festival.
The entire plans are available online with a
'how-to' for generator systems so
others can build their own.
www.facebook.com/pedalpoweredbarbers

Audience 47,000
* including barbers, haircutting
subjects and pedallers

Music Beyond Barriers was a music and
ﬁlm exchange led by Balik Arts, which
brought together young people from
the uK and Turkey.Young Turkish
Roma musicians visited Cambridge
where Oblique Arts offered a number
of musical and cultural activities,

including singing workshops and a
meeting with the Chair of the uK
gypsy Council. Following this Film
Beyond Barriers took place in Turkey
where we were involved in making
four short ﬁlms screened at a local
cinema in Datça.

Social Enterpreneurship – Creative
Arts was a collaboration with
people from Armenia, Moldova,
Turkey, Russia, georgia and
ukraine with workshops:
G Mapping the current situation
around social entrepreneurship
in our organisations;
G Explorting the ways that we
engage young people in our
communities using the arts;
G Finding out how we can
become more resilient and less
reliant upon grant funding
through skill sharing across
national boundaries.

AND IN ARMENIA

EU ERASMUS+ IN TURKEY & UK

TRAVELLER PROJECT – ENGAGE
The Engage project was a mobile
art space for Traveller children in
an upcycled police riot van, calling
regularly on Saturday mornings at
Traveller sites in South Cambs.
Art in a van offered weekly
workshops over a six-week period
over the winter months, using
the arts in innovative ways to
engage with healthy attitudes and
mental wellbeing.

The workshops used different
media: collage, digital arts, drawing
and vox pop videos.The project
provided an opportunity for this
group of young Travellers to focus
their energy on healthy, social and
creative outlets and the chance to
express their often difﬁcult lived
experience through their art.

Audience Figures
Participants
Audience

12
450

TRAVELLER ADVOCACY & ARCHIVE
We have continued our advocacy
work with Traveller families in
Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire
and our partnership with Friends,
Family and Travellers (FFT).We
supported young Travellers with
their theory driving tests,
arranged visits for family
members in prison, wrote letters
to help families with beneﬁt claim
issues, race discrimination in the
community and in school and
planning applications, as well as
dealing with social services, local
government and other ofﬁcials.
Despite Equality legislation and
their protected status as ethnic

minorities, these communities
continue to suffer poor health and
education outcomes.
We have also begun the process
of archiving the life and collected
documents of grattan Puxon, a
founder member of the gypsy
Council in 1966, who has been an
active participant, advocate and
witness to the struggles of the
Irish Traveller and Roma peoples
in the uK, Ireland and Europe.
Once we have recorded his vast
collection of clippings, writings and
vox pops, we plan to present some
of this rich history in an exhibition.

CAMBRIDGE FOLK FESTIVAL
For the second year we were
commissioned to install art at the
Cambridge Folk Festival.This included
producing a number of new works
designed especially for the festival as well
as improving work from previous years.
The Cambridge Folk Festival is the largest
folk festival in the uK.To successfully
deliver the install, we put out a call for
volunteers through Cambridge Volunteer

Services (CCVS) and Cambridge Arts
Network. From posts on their social
media and bulletin boards, we selected six
young people to work alongside Oblique
artists to complete the work and create
new art and signage for the site. As a
result of this collaboration, a number of
the volunteers have subsequently joined
Oblique Arts and are now running
projects of their own.

Audience Figures
Participants 12
Audience 15,000

MIXED BAG THEATRE GROUP
We are happy that Mixed Bag Theatre – an exciting all-ability
creative arts group in Cambridge – has become part of Oblique
Arts.We have been successful in gaining funding through the Arts
Council for the development of a new play.The group aims to draw
upon each member’s individual strengths and personalities to create
fruitful performances brimming with energy, colour and imagination.
“We use our 'mixed bag' of inspiration to begin a new story that takes us
on a journey involving play and songwriting, drama, dance and singing
skills, costume and prop-making and organising a public performance.”
The group is all-ability, inclusive and looks to give a voice to and
ﬁnd a role for anyone with an interest in dramatic arts.The
workshop leaders all have many years of experience working
with people of all ages from various cultural backgrounds with
disabilities, learning difﬁculties and mental health issues.

Audience Figures
Participants 15
Audience 2000

E-LUMINATE – PLAY OF LIGHT
We were invited to participate in the e-Luminate Festival
2017 in February. This year the theme was ‘Play’ and we
collaborated with the Museum of Cambridge to create a
projection onto their Northampton Street wall entitled Play
of Light based on images from the Museum's zoetrope*.
* A zoetrope was a pre-ﬁlm animation device that produced the
illusion of motion.

Audience Figures
Participants
8
Audience 16,000
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